
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United Stales Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.nsplo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/728,233 


12/04/2003 


Dennis Lawrence Nicholson 


21765-2 


7486 



7590 07/25/2007 

John S. Beulick 

Armstrong Teasdale LLP 

One Metropolitan Square, Suite 2600 

St. Louis, MO 63102 



EXAMINER 



LU, JIPING 



ART UNIT 



3749 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



07/25/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



P' 





Annliratinn Nn 






10/728,233 


NICHOLSON, DENNIS 


Office Action Summary 




LAWRENCE 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Jiping Lu 


3749 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K) Claim(s) 1-16 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection on 7/17/07. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission or amendment after final filed on 6/18/2007 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Jacobson (U. S. Pat. 6,499,227) in view of 
Rudeen et al. (U. S. Pub. No. 2004/0084495 Al) or Antczak et al. (U. S. Pat. 5,934,530). 

Jacobson shows a golf cart 1 5 comprising at least one external surface 20 of a support 20 
and an apparatus 10 for coupling a glove 80 to the external surface of a support 20 of the golf 
cart 15. The support 20 has a vertical longitudinal axis. The apparatus 10 (Fig. 2) has a body 35 
with an inner surface (facing the external surface 20 of golf cart 15) and an outer surface 
(opposite to the inner surface). The body 35 is substantially concentrically aligned with and 
coupled to the support 20 of the golf cart 15 such that the inner surface remains in substantial 
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contact against the least one external surface 20 of the golf cart 15 during the operation of the 
golf cart 15. The body 35 has at least one first fastening mechanism 70 coupled to the body inner 
surface to said at least one external surface 20 of the golf cart 15. The body outer surface has at 
least one second fastening mechanism 50, 74, 126,136 for removably coupling a glove 80 
directly to the body 35 such that the glove 80 remains coupled to the apparatus 10 during the 
operation of the golf cart 15. The apparatus 10, 35 has a centerline axis of symmetry extending 
between a first end (right side of Fig. 2 the extended band, not numbered, at top edge) and an 
opposing second end (right side of Fig. 2 the extended band, not numbered, at bottom edge, not 
numbered) of said apparatus 10, 35. The centerline axis of symmetry is coaxial or concentric 
with the longitudinal axis. The body 10, 35 is also substantially concentrically aligned with the 
centerline axis of symmetry and coupled to the golf cart 20. Or alternatively, assuming the glove 
is not coupled directly to body, Ruddeen et al. teach a golf accessory carrier comprising a sheet 
material body 200 with an inner surface and an outer surface 210 having Velcro material for 
removably coupling a glove directly to the body same as claimed. The body 200 substantially 
concentrically aligned with a support. Antczak et al. teach a golf accessory organizer comprising 
a sheet material body 1 with an inner surface and an outer surface 19, 21 having Velcro material 
for removably coupling a glove 53 directly to the body same as claimed. The body 1 is 
substantially concentrically aligned with a support. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to substitute the golf accessory 
carrier/organizer of Rudeen et al. or Antczak et al. for the glove coupling apparatus 35 of 
Jacobson in order to facilitate coupling and removing glove to the golf cart. 
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4. Claims 1-12 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Ellenburg (U. S. Pat. 5,983,518) in view of 
Rudeen et al. (U. S. Pub. No. 2004/0084495 Al) or Antczak et al. (U. S. Pat. 5,934,530). 

Ellenburg shows a golf cart 34 comprising at least one external surface 32 of a support 32 
and an apparatus 10 for coupling a glove 36 to the external surface 32 of the support 32 of the 
golf cart 34. The support 32 has a longitudinal axis. The apparatus 10 has a body 20, 24 with an 
inner surface (facing the external surface 32 of golf cart 34) and an outer surface 20 (opposite to 
inner surface). The body 20, 24 is substantially concentrically aligned with and coupled to the 
support 32 of the golf cart 34 such that the substantially all of the inner surface remains in 
contact against the least one external surface 32 of the golf cart 34 during the operation of the 
golf cart 34. The body 24 has at least one fastening mechanism (inner surface of 24 by friction) 
for coupling the body inner surface to said at least one external surface 32 of the golf cart 34. 
The body outer surface has at least one fastening mechanism 12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 38, 40 for 
removably coupling a glove 36 (e.g. oversized glove) directly to the body 24 such that the glove 
36 remains coupled to the apparatus 10, 12, 19 during the operation of the golf cart 34. The body 
comprises at least one fastening mechanism 26-30 for securing the body inner surface against the 
at least one external surface. The apparatus 10 has a centerline axis of symmetry extending 
between a first end (at top edge 22) and an opposing second end (at bottom edge below 24, not 
numbered) of said apparatus 10. The centerline axis of symmetry is coaxial or concentric with 
the longitudinal axis. The body 20, 24 is also substantially concentrically aligned with the 
centerline axis of symmetry and coupled to the golf cart 32, 34; For claim 7, the fastening 
mechanism of Ellenburg is capable of coupling an outer surface of a glove directly to the drying 
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system between eh first and second ends. Or alternatively, assuming the glove is not coupled 
directly to body, Ruddeen et al. teach a golf accessory carrier comprising a sheet material body 
200 with an inner surface and an outer surface 210 having Velcro material for removably 
coupling an outer surface of a glove directly to the body same as claimed. The body 200 
substantially concentrically aligned with a support. Antczak et al. teach a golf accessory 
organizer comprising a sheet material body 1 with an inner surface and an outer surface 19, 21 
having Velcro material for removably coupling an outer surface of a glove 53 directly to the 
body same as claimed. The body 1 substantially concentrically aligned with a support. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to substitute the golf accessory carrier/organizer of Rudeen et al. or Antczak et al. for the 
glove coupling apparatus 10 of Ellenburg in order to facilitate coupling and removing glove to 
the golf cart. 

5. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Passafiume (U. S. Pat. 2002/0138953 Al) in view of 
Rudeen et al. (U. S. Pub. No. 2004/0084495 Al) or Antczak et al. (U. S. Pat. 5,934,530). 

Passafiume shows a golf cart 14 comprising at least one external surface 12 of a support 
12, 22 and an apparatus 10 for coupling a glove 20 to the external surface 12 of the golf cart 14. 
The apparatus 10 has a body 56 with an inner surface 54a, 56a, 58a and an outer surface 54b, 
56b, 58b. The support 12 of the golf cart has a longitudinal axis. The body 10 is substantially 
concentrically aligned with and coupled to the support 12, 22 of the golf cart 14 such that the 
substantially all of the inner surface remains in contact against the least one external surface 12 
of the golf cart 14 during the operation of the golf cart 14. The body 10 has at least one fastening 
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mechanism (inner surface of 54a-58a and 60, 62 by friction and clamping) for coupling the body 
inner surface to said at least one external surface 12 of the support 12, 22 of the golf cart 14. The 
body outer surface has at least one second fastening mechanism 30-80 for removably coupling a 
glove 20 (oversized glove) directly to the body 10 such that an oversized glove 20 is capable of 
remaining directly coupled to the apparatus 10 during the operation of the golf cart 14. The body 
comprises at least one fastening mechanism 60, 62, 64 for securing the body inner surface 
against the at least one external surface. The body 10 is also substantially concentrically aligned 
with the centerline axis of symmetry and coupled to the golf cart 1 12b, 1 12d. For claim 13, see 
first fastening mechanism 62, 64 adjacent the body first end and at least one second fastening 
mechanism 60, 64 adjacent the body second end. The apparatus 56 has a centerline axis of 
symmetry extending between a first end (at top edge 62) and an opposing second end (at bottom 
edge below 62, not numbered) of said apparatus 56. The centerline axis of symmetry is coaxial 
or concentric with the longitudinal axis. For claims 7 and 13, the fastening mechanism of 
Passafiume is capable of coupling an outer surface of a glove directly to the drying system. Or 
alternatively, assuming the glove is not coupled directly to body, Ruddeen et al. teach a golf 
accessory carrier comprising a sheet material body 200 with an inner surface and an outer 
surface 2 1 0 having Velcro material for removably coupling an outer surface of a glove directly 
to the body same as claimed. The body 200 substantially concentrically aligned with a support. 
Antczak et al. teach a golf accessory organizer comprising a sheet material body 1 with an inner 
surface and an outer surface 19, 21 having Velcro material for removably coupling an outer 
surface of a glove 53 directly to the body same as claimed. The body 1 substantially 
concentrically aligned with a support. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to substitute the golf accessory 
carrier/organizer of Rudeen et al. or Antczak et al. for the glove coupling apparatus 10 of 
Passafiume in order to facilitate coupling and removing glove to the golf cart. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 filed on Jan. 18, 2007 have been 
considered but are not persuasive to overcome the rejection. First claims fail to structurally 
define over the prior art references. The added limitation regarding the body 54 substantially 
concentrically aligned with the centerline axis of symmetry of the support 36, 38, 40, 41 of the 
gold cart 12, 13 is insufficient to define over the prior art references. The examiner hereby 
incorporates by reference the rebuttals made in the Office action of 10/19/05. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jiping Lu whose telephone number is 571 272 4878. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, STEVEN B. MCALLISTER can be reached on 571 272-6785. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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